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Joe D. Tanner, Conmlss1oner of the_Depaerent of Natural Resource
(DNR), announced Lhat the Natural Resources BOaId, meetlng in spec1al

session today,_closed the Coosa’ Rlver to commerc1a1 flshlng from Rome

to the Georgia-Alabama line. Included in the.ban are all streams

fiowing into'the Coosa from the confluence of ﬁhe Etowah and Oostanaulz

Rivers fo.the state line, and that portion of:ieke'Weiss located iﬁ |
° Georgia. ‘ | o , .d- -

N DNR Hés'found theﬁ.fish taken ffom_tﬁedcoosa.are likely»to coo;

_tadn levels~ofnpolychiorinated.biphenylsj(PCBis)eaboﬁeethe tolerance.w.

established by the U. S. Food and Drug'Administration of 5'parts’per

-million. - — V"_,oi. T e e e o e e

' DNR further encourages sport fishermen and other not to eat fish

taken from the Georgia stretch of the Coosa.

-

The Natural Resources Board also autﬁorized the:Commissioner'to
take action 1mmed1ate1y if PCB levels are found to exceed FDA llmlts
in any streams in the Coosa Rlver ba51n. . |

Tommy IfWin,4Commissioner of the.Georgia‘Deparcmeht of Agricﬁlthre
has promised the full'cooperation-of his department in the ban on
comme;cial fish taken from the Coosa. He asks the public to let his

office know about any possible sale or attempted sale of fish from the
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rivar. Xn tea roﬁula:ory function, . 2hao h;z:eu.zurc.uquttnant in

c'np0wered by law to prosecute any con:nercial sale of contam.\.nated £ish.

Leonard Ledbetter, dlrector of DNR’ s Env1ronnertal Protectlon

-

Division, said his d1v151on in cooperatlon w1th the Game and FlSh

D1v131on is nonltorlng every major stream and 1mooundment in Georgla'

o

for PCB's. However, he said there is no reason to.suspect at this
time that results from other areas will“be in the,rangefoﬁ those found
‘in the Coosa. v JES |
| Leon Klrkland, ‘Chief of Plsherles of DNR's Game and FlSh DlVl‘lon,‘
sald‘present studles show that PCB - levels are runnang hlgher in channel_
.catflsn than in other spec1es found in- the Coosa, but he also warns |
than any flSh taken from the river should not be eaten untll further’
notlce,:' - A |
More‘thanVSOO Warning‘signs will be éosted in the éoosa~area by
conservatlon rangers of DNR s Game and Plsh DlVlSlOn. Rangers will
also personally warn sport fishermen and the publlc about Lhe sxtuatloni
- The known source of- the PCB s in. the Coosa is the General Electrlc
'plant at Rome;lGeorgla. Plant off1c1als are maklng efforts to mlnl—"
mize losses of'spllls into the environment. Earller this year, the
state EPD and the U. S. Envxronmental Protectlon Agency regulred
addltlonal changes at the plant to Lurther minimize releases of PCB's.
PCB's are.a group of organic compounds used'prlmarlly ;n the

manufacturing of electronic capacitors and transformers. They are

tox1c to aquatlc life, are blologlcally accumulatlve, and per51st

- . .

in the env1ronment for a 1ong time.

Commlsszoner Tanner stresses that the public will be informed.
immediately about any new developments as soon as they are discovered-

by DNR's investigative and study teams.
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- ’l‘he' Federal Food and Df‘-‘g Adminisacrac !.on hnz cntnbl' sﬁod. A U
g recommended limit of 5 parts per mllllon of PCB's for. flSh and shell—
fi . fish. Results from the State's Env;ronmental Protectlon DlVlSlon s

- laboratory showed the following:

e ..

. LOCATION _ 'PCB = Parts Per Millis
Coosa River -_ . Channel Catfish . . 5.9

Mayo's Bar Channel Catfish 27.0
downstream of Channel Catfish 127.0
Rome . . Channel Catfish 22.0
‘ Largemouth Bass 5.7
Largemouth Bass 2.1
. Gizzard Shad 16.0 -
. Gizzard Shad . 115.0
~ Redear Sunfish - 4.5
- Redear Sunflsh 11.0 )
Coosa River - - Largemouuh Bass 54.0
Georgia - Largemouth Bass . 7.8
Alabama State Largemouth Bass 18.0 .
Line B Largemouth Bass 3.3.
. Bluegill 18.0
- Redear Sunfish 2.5°
Black Crappie 3.5
Brown. Bullhead 4.1
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